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WITH 


Some Obſervations on that TRAcGepy. 
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© The Stateſmar's Glory, let 4 Walpole ſhare, 
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B The Lover of his Country. 
| | Extracted from | 


SIX, Feb. 14th 1928-9; 
Here ſend you the Tragedy of 
Themiftoclkes, which havin g rais d 
the expectation of the Town 
to a great height, has now as juſtly 
Saia d it; to the Play J will leave 
' you for Conviction, though as you 
Were pleas d to requeſt my Senti- 
Az manes 


| Pluarch,. Nepos, &c. 
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other Characters are diſtinguiſh'd from 
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{iſt on your Requeſt, being of Opini- 
on, that ſome Account of the Hero, as 
well as ſome Obſervations on the Play, 
will make the reading of it more a- 


greeable and uſeful, I ſhall give you Or 
Remarks with the ſame Freedom you. 


requeſted them. 


In the firſt place, I ſhall lay before 


you a general Idea of the main Cha- 
racter of Themiftocles, that you may the 


better obſerve with what Tuſtnels and 


Propriety his Character, with all his Sen- 
- timents, is preſerv'd to the laſt. | 


The next Head that 1 propoſe is, 
to point out to you how juſtly all the 


each 


The Lief 
ments of this excellent Performance, 
(which muſt appear but faint” after 
the juſt Plaudits of a Congrewe and a 
Southern, as I am well aflurd it re- 
ceiv'd above a Year ago) and ſtill in- 


A 
_ 


IuxRMISTrOc LES. 
each other, and made Subſervient to 
the Conduct of the whole. 


And for a Concluſion, I will endea- 
{| vourto hint at ſome extraordinary Beau- 
ties, and ſhow how exactly they are 
conformable not only to the true Spirit 
of Poetry, but the beſt Rules vf Criti- 
EONS CO ION ISAT oct oper 
In order to form a general Idea of 
emiſtocles, you muſt take a View of 
Ithe Scene of Affairs in which he Acted, 

En Age full of Vice and Corruption, 
Hebauch d from their old generous native 
rinciples, abounding with Plots and 
onſpiracies againſt the Government, 
ivided into Parties, headed by violent 
ind ambitious Spirits, and carryed on 
ich all the Arts of Deſign, Hypocri- 
y, and Diſſimulation; and in ſhort, 

uch an Age wherein, as delineated by 

he Orator, it was as dangerous for a 
ood Man to hazard himſelf in Bufmeſs, 
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6 The Life of 

and AT in Publick Offices, as it was dif* 

graceful and mean to retire from them: 

In ſuch an Age the great Themifiocles ap- 

pear d, acting merely upon the Princi- 
ples of Honour and Juſtice ; neither 
aw'd nor ſeduc'd by Parties, with the 
trueſt Notions of Government and a 
fincere Love for his Country, publickly 
oppoling both irs diſguis'd and open 
Enemies; upon theſe Motives, and no 
other,] did he perſue his Country's In- 
treſt. And it is the juſteſt and trueſt 
Compliment I can pay the Author, 
when I give it as _ real Opinion, 
that our Hero did not then appear more 
Illuſtrious in the Senate than he does 
now upon the Stage. e 


.. „ I _IETEED 


= So & 


My Task, as a Biographer, will be 
very lender; the des a plaid the 
Part of a faithful Hiſtorian. His in 
trodueing Aviſtides, is as juſt, as was 
the Character of that Hero: He leaves 
no Room for the Objection: which wa: 


brought 


= S 
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= | had he introdue d Cæſar (as the Au- 
chor of the French Cato has done) the 
| Contraſt would have appear d with a 
much greater Luſtre than in only hear- 
ing Cato inveigh againſt Ceſar behind 


But as you obſery'd that all Readers 
of che Tragedy before us, may have 
a- perfect Idea of the Hero, it is ve- 
ry material to inform them that, 


- TrxMISTOCLES though noble in 
his Actions, Was. but mean in his Ex- 
traction, his Father Neosles,, being an 
Athenian of no great Note; his Mother 
Abrotonon, a Thracian, and from whom 
he deriv'd no other than an illegiti- 
mate Birth. rg 


Nemiſtocles, from his Youth was of 
#14r1pernous Diſpoſition, full of Spi- 
de 4nd a molt lively Apprehenſion, 
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8 The Life of 2,88 
being generally bent upon Reſolutions 
of the greateſt Importance. He ne- 
ver recreated himſelf with the juvenile 
Spotts of school Boys, but when he 


had any Rclaxation from his Studies, 


* 
# 


his Time was employ'd in planning 
Schemes for the future Benefie of his 
Countrymen. And Plutarch tells us, 
bis 3 autor pronounc'd of him, that He 
would certainly be either a great Plague, 


or a great Honour to his Country. The 


laſt he fully prov'd, the firft was not in 
his Nature. The glorious Aims he 
had in View, pour'd down that Envy 
on him, which is ſo well 0 by Ar- 


taban in the opening of the Play, viz. 


| — Though I view 
T heſe armed Millions, that, like ſome vaſt Swarm 


Warm'd by Ss Beams un-hiv'd have left their 
Home, | N 


To ſeek new Seats of Empire, though I hold 


My Country's Glory dear as Life, I loath 


The Power, the Conqueſts which this Greek has 
gain'd her. | | 1 


Plutarch 


—— — - 


i wy 


"_ : 5 
% * 5 9. 8 * 
4 F s 


& 
. ; 
Fa * , _—_ . * . 
; TH $. : ? - 
1 0 * ; | 
Th MISTOCLES. 
* — 5 
. 
4 Y 2 | : 
4 +% % + Gas » Sus... 714 ” Y (a 


Plutarch farther adds, that his Alert- 


nels did not lie in attaining the Ac- 
 compliſhments of the Dancing. School, 
but in acquirin 


ET” g thoſe much more 
noble Arts which inculcated the juſt 
Precepts of Prudence and Policy. 
When the Deficiences of the Academy 
were objected to him, by ſome Fops, 


he bravely reply'd, that truly he was ig- 


norant of Singing to the Lute, and 


tinkling on the Harp, hut that he could 


male a poor obſcure City, committed to 


his Charge, GzEAT and GLoRiovs. 
Such were his Views, and ſuch he not 
only put in Execution but accompliſh'd. 
As for the common Wieakneſſes and 
Errors of Life, he was as ready to 
cenſure them in himſelf as any other 
Perſon could be, but Calumry of all 
kinds he Ablioff d. His Thirſt of 
Glory created him moſt Envy, and 
this was the Source of Ariſtides's Re- 
ſentment, join'd with a Rivalſhip in 
TY 7 2M the 


the Love of the Beauteous Stefilaas of 
ũ , OT 5 OS 


13 x 
a= 


SE 46 5 4, r 5 #191 
This Rivalſhip is finely painted in 


the Tragedy, and the Reſentment of e- 
very Party puſh'd to the greateſt height, 


as by ſome Inſtances hereafter will ape 
_. 7 oft vo. 


Such an Enthuiſiafm for Glory and 
Ambition had Themiftocles, | that the 


T rophies of Miltiades in the Battle of 


Marathon, he own d depriv'd him of his 
nightly Repoſe. But contrary to the 


Opinion of others, declaring That 
Victory, not to be the End of the 


War, but the beginning of greater 


Miſchiefs, he with the moſt prudent 


Foreſight diſc ciplin'd the People conti- 
nually, and perſuaded them to lay out 


the Product of their Silver-Mines in 
Ship-Building, to make a vigorous de- 
fence in the AMginetan War, this Money, 
us'd to be divided among the People, 
- r 


*. 


TaxuLsTOc LES II 
af ſo render d in a manner uſeleſs 7 


5 but by this, much more beneficial Ap- 


plicatio 5 hey built one Hundred Three® 
Rant d-Gallies in which they afterwards 
Fought tt the Armada of Xerier. _ * | 


Thus by indy: 5 Meri ho? perpe“ : 
tual E netcils, the Athenians ſeon be- 


H came excellent Sea- men, and of what | 


uſe this was afterwards |. to Greece, 
i m anifeſtly evident in the TRIO 
War. CTR 


Our Köchen judiciouſſy opens ths 
Play with this Var, in ſuch a manner, 
as, the conciſeneſs of it, renders it the 
more : Beauriful, viz. — 


How the voi bends before Him? Perſia's Sons 


Have loſt. the free- born Souls that warm d their 
Fathers, 
And bow their * the Vaſſals of Themiſhcles 


Whitever,. Accuſations have been 
brought againſt this Great-Man, ap- 
33 2 pear 
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Man and Man, this: fine Inſtance 4 


＋ fog 
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appear fo, abſurdly contradictory, tha? 
their Veracity is liable. 89. ſhrewd, Sufg 
picion. The Hiſtorians aſſure us, th 


- , 4 


recorded of him. Simonides the Poet 


making an unreaſonable Demand he 
ſaid, As ha would be qu ill Poet, fpould 
Jon go contrary to the Rules aud Meaſures 


of Poetry; ſo ſpould I he an ill; Ma- 


trary to Law. 


4% Y' 


The Baniſument of his Rival Ariſti- 


des, and his lenity to thoſe whom he 


had taken Caprive, only. verified in him 


the juſtneſs of that true Remark that, 


tis Mercy makes the Conquerour Great, 


and this the Poet has finely expreſs'd, 


in a Paſſage from our Hero's Mouth, 
i ⁊. a 


Methinks I hear the Guilty Criminals Groans, 
I ſee her downcaſt Looks, and baleful Eyes, 


That ſcovl on her vile Chains in deep Deſpair; 
e She 


giftrate, if for Favour, I ſhould go. con- 


Fri 


— — 
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She tears her Hair; ſhe gnaſhes with her Teeth, 
Whilſt, like th' inexorable judge! and, 
Apqd execute the juſt Decrees of Heav'n, | | 
And WE ah who'< can truſt his Heart, my 
[73 TO 
Now that the God's do Arm my Hand with Ven: 
enge, 4 
And liſt theſe Hoſts by Millions i in my Cauſe, by 
I'fnd'a Calm of Pity ſtealing du mee 2 


Aid Aar, wrought Blood, that like ſome River 


Witt a fall Sea of Rage r ran Salt i Brackiſh, 
Seems with the Ebbing Tide to droop and ſi = 


To turn "gan, "ne gain its natral Sweetnes. 


1 doubt not Sir but, by this Time, you 
perceive a regularity in the Poet, which 
moſt of our Dramatic Writers . have 
been Strangers to. Some of our Stage : 


Heroes are deckt out meerly with poeti · 


cal Fiction and their Charafters only 
ſubſiſting from the moſt Romantic, 
and Extravagant Ideas, Whereas in this 


Tragedy, throughout its whole narrati- 


on, Hiſtory is followed at che Heels, 
and pd crowns the Work. 
The 
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— 


The Interview between 2 


and Ariſtides is Excellent, the contr. 
of the Characters well obſer vd, an 


kept up with a becoming Spirit on 
both = ! Ariſlides's Se en 
of a Corrupt States-Man is inimita- : 


ble (and too much reſembles what, at 
this "wg ure Great Britain feels) hear 


99 
6 i 


7 


An honeſt Death's more elipible "Pp 1 Os 
Than a baſe guilty Life that's ſpent with Shame, 
And bir'd by the Hour to hurt one's Country! 


Hir'd by. G Tom. Place, and wretched, 
Luxury 


Are theſe Thy arts to win us to betray 


Our holieſt higheſt Truſt, our Faith to Athenr? 

un Per ſian Slaves with Baits like theſe whoſe 
Hearts, 

Ne er knew the Joy of 3 free and honeſt. 

For Us, whoſe Souls a reusd to nobler Views, | 


We * jay our Virtuous — and Scorn ſuch * 
Yo; ' I 


5 hear mee, releaſe the 
18 
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1 will not take th? Advantage of your Bondage; 
To gain you to our Cauſe; free Minds like yours, 


Loſt by Conſtraint, by Gratitude are won : 

Behold, the Proof I give you of my Love, 

A Proof, which Greece ſhall bluſhing hear, and 
. tremble ; | | | 


While thus at once l change your Chains to Free- | 


; dom. 


Here let the Poet reſt a while; chat 
we may follow with the Hiſtorian. On 


the breaking out of the Perſian War, 
what render d Themiſtocles moſt Glori- 
ous, was his compoſing all the Grecian 
Animoſities, and uniting them in an 


amicable Confederacy. And when by 


the Arhenians he was choſen their Com- 
mander, he perſuaded them to leave 
the City, and defend themſelves by their 


Naval Force, which they agreed to, 


when the Theſſalians and Beotians had 
ſubmitted to Xerxes. So at length 
Themiftocles, excited the Fonians to 


throw off the Perfian Yoke, 


Xexxes 
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Xerxes having made great Ravages, 
and ſome of the Greeks tefuſing to ſuc- 
cour the Athenians, and retiring into 
Peloponeſus, Ihemiſtocles perſuaded the 
People to conſult the Oracle, and took 
car: the Reſponſe ſhould be, That, they 


e ould put their greateſt Confidence in their 


boden. Walls, their Ships; and being 
latisfy d herewich, they ſent away their 
Families to Prezena, while all who 
were fit to bear Arms rendezvous'd at 
Salamis. The fine Stratagem he made 
uſe of to engage the Perſians to Fight 
the Enemy in the Streights, rather than 
the open Sea, will ever be remerhber'd_ 
to his Fame. It was thus put in Exe- 
cution 3 He ſends Sicinus to Xerxes, to 
inform him that all the Grecians feem'd 
ready for Flight, and therefore adviſes 
him while they were in this wavering 
Condition, and irteſolute what to do, 
to fall upon them. By this means he 
hoped to bring the Enemy to an En- 

gagement, 
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gagement, where the ſi uperiour Num- 


ber of their Ships would be of little 


Benefit to them. This Sicinus was by 


Birth a Perſian, likewiſe Precæptor to 


Themiftocles's Children and wholly un- 


known to the King; who taking all he 


ſaid for the moſt friendly Advice, com- 
manded his Ships to fall on, and went 
down himſelf to the Sea-Coaſt to be a 
Spectator of the Fight.  Themiſtocles 
exhorting and animating all to Battle, 
both ſides engaged and the conteſt was 
very fierce, To Perſians. fell on every 
ſide, and at laſt were oblig d to re- 
treat, leaving to Themiſtocles the Hon- 
our of ſuch a Victory as was look d 
upon to be unparallel d. | 


But this ill Luck did not at all diſ- 
may Xerxes; and Themiſtocles again 
conſider'd how he might once more 
circumvent that Monarch ; for being 
perſuaded by Ariſtides (to whom the 
the common Dangers had reconcil'd 

—_— 1 
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him) not to break the Perſian Bridges 
of Boats over the Helleſpont, he brought 
Arnaces, a captive Eunuch of Xerwes, 
over to his purpoſe, and p rſwaded him 
to return to theKing with this Mellage, 
that, heing ardently Sallicitous for bis. 
ſafety, he let him once mare know that 


the Grecians were going. to ſail up the 


Helleſpont, deſtroy the Bridges and cut 
off bis Retreat, and that therefore it be- 


Jowed his Majeſty io make all imaginable 


Haſte in paſſmg the River. Xerves being 
greatly alarm'd at this Deſign, made 
the beſt of his way with his Army to 


| the Bridges, and ſo poſted into Perſia, 


Thus moſt artfully was brought about 
the Flight of Xerxes. 1 pg 


For theſe and his other ſignal Ser- 
vices, was Themiſtocles carry d by the 
Lacedemonians to Sparta, where they 
crown'd him with the Oliwe-Wreath as 
the reward of his Prudence. Coming 
to the Olympic- games, he was es 6 
WII 
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with ſuch Applauſe, chat thoſe celebrat- 
ed Exerciſes were neglected, aud the 


Eyes of all turn d on Him only; upon 
which He ſaid, he had then receiv'd due 


. Honours for all the Fatigues he had un- 
| dergone in the Grecian Service. il 


Notwithſtanding the Glorious deeds 
of this immortal Hero, after the de- 
parture of Xerxes from Greece, Where 
all things were under a moſt profound 
Tranquility, the Lacedemonians ungrate- 
fully expreſs d a Reſentment to Him, and 


ſet up Cimon as his Rival in the Affecti- 


ons of the People, Some other Ma- 


lignants diſcover d their Envy at the 


ſame Juncture, and Iimocreon the Poet 
of Rhodes was hir'd to write Invectives 
againſt him, under a pretence of his 
having extorted too much Money, by 


way of Contribution, from the Iſlands ; 
ſo. that the Athenians Encouraging theſe 


Clamours againſt him, he was at laſt 
baniſh'd by Oftraciſm. OE 
: 8 ug This 


„ 


20 u. L 


/ ? * 


d 


This incident, our Poet 3 makes | 
the cauſe of Union, between the two | 


Rival Heroes, and with the following 


Addreſs of Themiftocles to Xerxes wine; 


His firſt ACT, r. 4 ns 


r the Gods! my Heart is with Thee, 


And doubly tied by Benefits from you, 


And wrongs from Athens, throbs and wells -_— 


Vengeance. 

Whence ſtay we then ? — les baſten nd; vie 
are, 

And 7 the Temple Seal our ſacred Contract; 
And Then O Mars ! If oer my Sword has tend 
Peeds high in Fame, beyond my Hopes and Merit, 
Now bleſs thy faithful Vot'ry with Succeſs: 
Let Nerxes Arms the Grecian Pride ſuppreſs, 
And let my Baſe, ungrateful Country See, 5 
She loſt Her elf; then, when Jor natal Me. 


Our Author opens his ſecond A'C T, 


with aninterview berweenThemiftocles and 
his Daughter Neſiptolema in the Porchof the 
Temple ofthe SUN. This Love Scene is very 
Grand, and equally Tender, but I muſt 
refer you to it, and return from the 
Poet 
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haveiconvinc'd us, t 


in the eſteem of this Prince, that if any 
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Poet to the Hiſtorian, who farther in- 
forms us, that the Baniſhment of The- 


miſtocles did not ſatisfy the enrag'd Po- 


pulace, who thirſted for his Blood. 
Upon which he was forc'd, after ſeek- 


ing ſeveral Aſylums, to fly to Aſia, 
whither, they inſinuate, he carried one 
hundred Talents, tho He was not 


worth Three before he was admitted to 
the Management of the Public Money. 


Now were this 5 true, later times 
at, State Plunder. 
ers are much more hardy, and will 


ſtand their Ground for above a Thou- 
ſand times that sum. 


| Themiflocles being ſtill perſu d, Was 


with the utmoſt privacy, convey d away 
in a cloſe Chariot, in the Habit of a 
Grecian Lady; and at length reach d the 
Court of Xerxes, who receiv'd him 
with the greateſt marks of Humanity 
and Friendſhip. Nay, ſo high was he 
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22 The Life of 
one had the moſt difficult Petition to 
offer, Themiftocles was the only Perſon 


who was Sollicited to procure a Grant 


of it. 

But at length the Agyprians, aſſiſted 
by the Athenians, having revolted from 
Perſia the King ſent "a a Meſlage, 


inciting him to take Vengeance upon 


his Enemies, now it was in his Power. 


 Themiflocles thought it more worthy his 


Honour and Glory to put an End to his 
Life than invade his own Country; ſo that 
in the 65th Year of his Age he took 
Poiſon, of which in an Aſſembly of his 


Friends, after Sacrifice offer d, He ex- 


pir' d. Xerxes hearing the Cauſe of his 


Death, held him in greater Eſti- 
mation than before, was ever after 
a peculiar Patron to his Friends and 


Relations, and at Magneſia, 'a moſt 
Sumptuous Monument was erected to 


his immortal Memory. 


5 Such 


ch 


of Themiftocles : The Poetica 
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Such is the Hiſtorical Cataſtrophe 
Juſtice 


done him, is the Subject of our ts 
Enquiry. 


But I muſt firſt *r has a6 Plu- 


 tarch illegitimatizes our Hero, Cornelius 


Nepos makes him born in Wedlock ; 
and affirms, likewiſe, that his Father 
was a Gentleman who married a Citizen 


of Acarnania. 


Our Poet, Sir, has Ranked up, with 
the greateſt Spirit, the reaſons urged to 
To Themiftocles ſuſpected by Xerxes; 
but all to no * The Nuptials 
between that Monarch and Neſiptolema 
are perform d and Themiſtacles, more 
ſtrongly endear d to Him. Xerxes 
thus concl uding the ſecond ACT, 


Again I'll ſhake the Strength 4 Greece, and ſpread 
Her Plains with Millions of the mighty Dead : 
Again my Hoſts ſhall drink her Rivers dry; 
Her Troops ſhall bend, her e Phalaux 


Ay. 
7 bemiſtoctes, 


24 The, Life of 


Till round the rd Earth I ſtretch my ſway, 


Themiſtocles, like Fate, ſhall lead the Way, 7 
And ride Triumphant oer the Earth and Sea. 25 


The Interview wk Ariflide and 
Themi ſtocles in the third ACT, is no- 
ble; and the Diſcovery, the former 


makes of himſelf moſt agreeably ſur- 


prizing ; yet more ſurprizing is their 


Reconcilement. Upon which Themifto- 
cle: thus cloſes the Scene. 


Can *avght betide us ill, while we perſue, 

The gem rous Views of Honour, —O my Friend, 
The Gods to Thoſe, their great Aſſiſtance lend, 
Who Truth and Virtue, for their Guides do take, 
And thro” the glitt'ring Baits of Fortune break, 2 
To hazard all Things for their ens: 5 ſake. 


The fourth ACT is open'd by oſs 


ſtides, dreſt as an Ambaſſador; and with 
him Themiftolces. Upon the entry of his 
Daughter Nefiptolema, again? ac 


quaints her that, 


He's turn'd the Friend, no more the Foe of Athens. 
And 2525 


She 


— 
* 


. 
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She hath reſtor'd my Fame, regain'd my Heart, 
And I have vow'd to Seal her Peace, with Xerxes, 
Then Join thy Pray'rs with — to bind it ſure: 


Ari ider is lads the Inſtrument of 


this unexpected change in Themiftocles, 


and I belive every Reader will approve 


it the moſt happy Poetical turn, that 
could have been given. Tho' I doubt 


not but John Dennis, in a fit of his III 


natur d 1 will ſay chat this Tragedy 
might have been as well call d 


ARISTIDESaSTHEMuISTOCLES. 
The two Heroes indeed 14 0 equally 


amiable, but as the latter has manifeſtly 


the ſuperiour ſhare of Glory, ſo weil : 


an objection, by whoever. brought, 
will be deſpis d. But, here Sir, I 
muſt obſerve to you, that the Deffincti. 
on of all the Characters, from each 
other, is a particular happineſs in the 
preſent Performance; and, as Mr. 
Rowe has often obſervd to me, this ne- 


* 


1 


D glect | 


> * <0 
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glect has been frequent among our 
Dramatick Poets, inſlomuch that in 


many of our famous Plays, the pe 


. are ſo confounded, that if we 
were only to hear, and not ſee che Per- 
ſons, it were hardly poſſible to tell by 
the Actor's Speal ing, 3 the Chrabtey 
ſuited; and the Speech might, very 
often, as well ſerve — the utteratice of 


the Vanguiſp'd as che Tn and 
Wn the Rival as the New Leun. | 


Now. were I to nies: every * 
cellence in this Tragedy, my Letter 
would {well to an equal bulk; 1 ſhall 
therefore haſten toda Concluſion, tear- 
ing that I have as much tired you by 
thus long ſuſpending your Kea in 
che peruſal of it, as I have diverted 
my ſelf * ce r IE I ene 
WN | 75170 1 494170 


his Act 005 . * Rear. 
dert of Xerxes, rais'd in that Monarch 
from 


I Deſtruction. , 


TIN OCLES, 


from Themiftocles's laue af bis Count 
in which to the jaſt he perſiſts, rather 
chan come into any meaſures for her 


27 


But this Reſentment. of 
Xerxes 1s Do alleviated by the Tears of 
the dutiful Næſptolema, who poſſeſsd 
the ſame noble Spirit With her Father, 
and to whom Themiftocles thus moſt 


affectionately Addreſſes himfelf, 


Ay much injur'd Child! forgi ve and pity me! 
Could not I fall, but I muſt'drag Thee down, 
Spite of thy Pray'rs and Tears to ſhare my unn 
O wounding Anguiſh! but I'll bear it all, | 
*Tis Glorious for our 'Coantry's good to fall. I 


The! fifth ACT, opens with hs 
Royal Pavillion- of cs and the en- 
trance of Artaban and Mardonius, 
(worn Enemies to Themiftocles) accom- 


panied by Artemiſia, the Carian Queen; 
who, being deeply in Love with Xerxes, 


engages in their Faction. Theſe all 
conſpire to heighten the Reſentment of 


X erxes, which term -Nates in the Baniſh- 


I > ment 


_—_— of Themifocle &c. 3 brings 


on a very moving Scene between Ne- 
fiptolema and Xerxes, | ſhe linterceeds 


ſtrongly for the Honour of her ern 
and chus e cries out, a 18 60 


* 
> F # 7 4 
& « EASE, 


Alas lyou know him not, you wrong bis virtue · 5 
Next a his own Reſolyes, 573 


— — Since now 
I aſk appear unfaithful unto-Xerxes, 


Or cruel to my Country, I've reſolv'd 
To Periſh like my ſelf, to fall- Triumphant, 


And with my Life end the great, glorious, conteſt. 


But Ariſtides telling him that Death 


is a change, fearful to Nature.  The- 
— thus breaks forth, 


To meit 3 not e Life b ſweet, = 
With all its Pains, that Death's great Writ of Eaſe 
Should be ſo dreadful to Us, which is but 
Kind nature's alms, to Fortunes wretched Pep” 

gars? 
Sure He, who thro' his Life, like Us hath ſcorn 0 
(When tempted ) to ſhake off the human Nature, 
Ihe 


"4 


* 
Ne- 
eds 


ler, 


le. 


now 


Eaſe 
Beg- 
rid 
ure, 
The 
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The Awe of Virtue, and the Love of Heaven, 
Can never tremble when his honour calls, 

And bids him quit this Veil of Fleſh, and uten! 
All we ſhould Fear, is, while we Act the Part, 
Of Men, we ſink not from the glorious Characder; 


Or, by ſome vile, or vicious Act, diſgrace 


The noble Human Being — If we've feard TH 75 


Then, unappalld . our Hearts N11. face Deaths 


Terrors. . 55 | | 


x = 
2 


Ariſtides bikes g overcome 85 his Res- 
ſoning, agrees with him, and thus con- 


ſents to ſhare his Fate, 


* — 


True, true, ad ſince you have decreed it; 
hben let us ſtrait bid it farewell for ever, 


And, with a Grecian, and true Soldier's Spirit, 
Shake off! its threatned Bondage. = 


Upon which they Lacks tic by t the 
| poiſon' d Goblet, 274 Neſiptolema ſeiz- 


ing the Dagger of Ariſtides Stabs her- 
ſell. Xerxes, Artemiſia, Artaban, and 
 Mardonius entering, beheld Ariſtides 


and Neſs, prolems. Dead; Themiſtocles, yet 


Alive, points to . and thus Ad- 
dreſſes Xerxes, 


Read 


4 77211 
89202 


a ads your and . ane. * 
faint? I die 1 O let my laſt beſt Prayers 

Find Faith with'.X#rxes, while I call Wee, | 

To witgeſs to my Truth to Thee, to Perſia. 


T1 by 


N this, Themiftatles expires, and 
1 t ends na Pl 19 
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This Greek was true and b 0 - 83019; 
15 5 5 —= Yes Themiftocles, 


Thy Prayers are heard, and LS ſhall baye Peace, 
With Honour haſt thou run thy noble Race; 
Thro' endleſs Ages ſhall thy Glories bloom, | 
And never fading Laurels grace thy Tomb, 

While future Times my Folly muſt reprove, 
vor thy wrongd Friendſhip, and my in nju re Love. 


"If you pid de wbatl have * offer d 
; Twill ina 425580 Letter, cranſrnir to you 
ſome 
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ſome Memoirs of Ariſtides, and of the 
Amours of Artemiſia and Xerxes, as a 


| farther Illuſtration of this Tragedy; be- 


4 


= ing on all occaſions, | E 
| M0 


Tour moſt obliged 


== © nn, Humble Servant, 
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